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Welcome to the December 2020 edition of the Heron 
Newsletter.  

Thanks to all the contributors to the 2020 Newsletters, we’ve 
followed some exciting boat restorations and the coverage 
of club activities has been great reading and viewing, keep 
the news coming. 

We have a new column in the Newsletter, “Stories from the 
Pointy End”, each issue we’ll feature personality profiles of 
our fantastic crews. Crews can email us a photo and answer 
the questions you see on page 13 in our Pointy End profile.     

Wishing you and all your crew a very Merry Christmas and 
here’s to lots of great Heron sailing in 2021. 

Who has right of way between an eagle and a Heron? Amazing drone 
footage from Peter Kappelmann, Narrabeen Lakes, see more on page 9. 

Top: Mark Smith and Santa in 8011 Bluey. 

mailto:secretary@heronsailing.com.au
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62nd Nationals Update 

2021-22 Nationals 
The 62nd Nationals planned for 9-16 January 2021 at Largs Bay Sailing 

Club (Adelaide South Australia) have been postponed due to uncertainty 
over COVID-19 restrictions on travel and quarantine.  The 62nd Nationals 

are now scheduled for 8 to 15 January 2022.  For more information, contact 
saheron@heronsailing.com.au 

Join in discussions and 62nd Nationals News on Facebook 

Click here 

mailto:saheron@heronsailing.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HeronSailingAUS/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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What’s new?

What a Hoot! 
Peter V has launched a new boat into his 
avian themed flock of Herons - the latest 
masterpiece is 10353 Wise Old Owl.  As with 
all Peter V Herons, dramatic artwork and 
stunning timber inlay detail on the deck 
continue to feature!  A lot of you would have 
been able to admire the artwork on this 
transom at the recent NSW state titles.  

Message from the Registrar…  
Members can now log into the Revsport 

website to edit and update personal 
and boat details. The Revsport website 
is https://www.revolutionise.com.au/

nationalheronsa/ 

If you don’t have your login details 
these can be requested from the 

Registrar registrar@heronsailing.com.au 

Jim Fairlie

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/nationalheronsa/
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/nationalheronsa/
mailto:registrar@heronsailing.com.au
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NSW State Titles 
by Paul Armstrong 

Congratulations to Peter and Joel Vaiciurgis 
for winning the 2020/21 NSW Heron Titles 
sailing their new boat 10353 - 'Wise Old 
Owl'. 

A ripping turnout of 37 boats competed for 
this year’s title on the weekend of 28 and 29 
November.  The event was held at Saratoga 
Sailing Club on beautiful Brisbane Water 
which is close to Gosford and about an 
hour’s drive North of Sydney.  Consistent 
with the news from many clubs , the size of 
the fleet at the State Titles was 50% larger 
than last year and represents a resurgence in 
interest in our wonderful class. 

With three races planned for the Saturday 
the fleet enthusiastically took to the water 
which was probably the most comfortable 
place to be given the temperature was in the 
high 30’s.   

The first race was sailed in a steady breeze of 
between 15-17 knots and was led for most 
of the time by Rohan and Aidan Nosworthy 
in ‘A Power’ – who would have thought?  
Anyway, even the very best can make 
mistakes, and, despite writing the sailing 
instructions, Rohan gave his lead away when 
he failed to sail round the clearing mark at 
the top of the work only to be called back, 
somewhat belatedly, by his gleeful rivals. 

After the first race had been completed, the 
wind was swinging all over the place and the 
race officer called the fleet ashore to await 
more certain conditions.  After some time 
ashore the wind settled down and a further 
two, shorter, races were scheduled.  Again 
the usual suspects were to the fore and Peter 
V in his beautiful new boat showed everyone 
a clean pair of heels and won convincingly.   

New South Wales News 

Peter and Joel V – Peter philosophising and Joel 
looking wistfully at the cool drink he’d left on the table. 

Peter V and Rohan N on different tacks and going in nearly 
the same direction.  Who said the wind wasn’t shifty? 
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New South Wales News 
The third race saw the over-anxious fleet break 
the start for two general recalls before the race 
officer resorted to the black flag to pull 
everyone into line (or behind the line).  He was 
not entirely successful as the results show 
some seven boats were disqualified for being 
over the line.  Curiously, four of these were 
from Narrabeen Lakes SC where I hear starting 
practice is now popular on race days.  This race 
was again dominated by Peter and Joel V who 
ended the day (and the series as it turned out) 
with an impressive 5, 1, 1. 

Sunday saw the westerly gain strength with 
gusts in the high 20s (knots) and temperatures 
in the high 30s.  Without serious prospects of 
racing, the committee called an early close to 
the series and the results were determined 
based on the outcome of the Saturday’s races.  
With no discard, consistency (and knowing 
which side of the line to start on) became the 
name of the game. 

Other than the irrepressible Peter and Joel V, 
other notable performances came from Rohan 
and Aidan Nosworthy (2, 2, 4 = 2nd overall), 
Chris and Jessica Loring (3, 3, 5 = 3rd overall) 
and Hugh and Zack Tait (5, 5, 6 = 4th overall).   

Other prize winners were: 
• Kate Sturwohld – first female skipper and 7th 

overall 
• Peter Connor – first veteran skipper and 9th 

overall 
• Caitlin Takacs and Xenobia Elale – first all 

junior crew 
• Nicole Williams and Tim Donovan – first on 

handicap after only 4 weeks in a Heron 
• Chris Sacre – special award for most 

infringements without incurring a protest! 

Congratulations to all who competed and 
especially to the high number of female and 
junior skippers and crews that were not only 
sailing but were up at the front end of the 
fleet giving it their best shot in trying 
conditions.   

10140 Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas sailed by Shannon 
Corbett and Harrison Corbett  

10220 Zach’s Bus sailed by Hugh Tait and Zach Tait 
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New South Wales News  

Conclusions 
The Heron is an ageless boat that 
appeals to families, young and old 
alike.  The class is super competitive 
with a wide and growing base of 
support.  Innovations such as the 
introduction of the genoa for heavier 
crews and the ability to remove the aft 
thwart and floor boards has opened 
the class up to a wider range of crew 
sizes and kept older boats competitive.  

The flock of Herons at Saratoga Sailing Club for 
the NSW State championships

The results – what do they mean? 
An analysis of the results from the NSW State Titles provides some interesting statistics about 
our class and how it is growing: 

o The top five boats were from different sailing clubs which means the talent is spread around; 

o 17 boats (46% of the fleet) were using a genoa.  The first race was won by a boat using a 
genoa and the highest place overall for a boat with a genoa was 5th; 

o 12 different sailing clubs were represented; 

o 18 boats were crewed by members of the same family (parent & child; grandparent and 
grandchild; siblings); 

o Each of the top 7 boats were crewed by parent/child combinations; 

o Only two boats were from outside NSW - numbers at previous events have been bolstered by 
our friends from Qld which means this year’s turnout is even more impressive; 

o The oldest boat in the fleet was Foghorn Leghorn (4750) – built circa 1964; and the newest 
Wise Old Owl (10353) – built 2020.
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The Narrabeen Scene 
"Black flag! What black flag?" 
It’s been a great start to the season for the 
Narrabeen Heron fleet. After a winter of 
tinkering the fleet hit the lake with a strong 
turnout of 8-12 boats during the first two 
months of the 20/21 season.  We have been 
blessed with some perfect conditions for 
Heron sailing, flat water, 10-15 kt nor'easters 
and sunshine.  Racing has been tight and we 
are especially pleased to have Andrew Nelson 
sailing 10271 Slippery When Wet back sailing 
with us. 

Showing that with some TLC the older Mark 1 
boats can be brought down to weight, 9637 
Phar Lap (Chris & Archie Sacre), and 9483 
Cadmus (Jonny & Alana Harrison) both 
weighed in within 0.1kg of minimum weight, 
are certainly setting the pace on the water so 
far this season. Some winter tuning and 
fettling has also seen 9782 Frangipani 
(Aymeric, Juliette and Claire Cabuil) and 9955 
Excelerayson (Edward & Alexander Yates) with 
a turn of form and some great results thus far.  

Now half way through the season, the 
Narrabeen Club Championship series is led 
by Jonny and Alana Harrison in 9483 Cadmus 
and the point score series by Aymeric, Juliette 
and Claire Cabuil. With lots of races left is still 
very close racing as we head into 2021. 

This season we have been focused on what 
we call "Team Narrabeen", an initiative to get 
as many of our sailors as possible to State and 
National Events.  Aymeric and Ed enjoyed a 
good day at the Dobroyd Ryde Interclub and 
an enthusiastic group of seven boats made 
road trip north for the State Titles. Once there 
Team Narrabeen was perhaps a little too 
eager to get going with four out of seven 
black flagged in race three!  

9782 Frangipani sailed by Aymeric Cabuil and Juliet Cabuil

4750 Foghorn Leghorn sailed by Ian MacGregor and 
Claire Cabuil 
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The Narrabeen Scene 
10278 Silver Feather - John Veale & Jack 
Powning made the best of the weekend with 
an excellent 12th place overall proving that 
staying out of trouble pays dividends!  
Antony Johnston and Alec Huxley in 10255 
Unleashed, were on the pace with a 6th in 
race one only to suffer two OCS's.  Chris and 
Archie Sacre (9637 Phar Lap) pushed hard 
too with an 8th and a 4th only to fall foul of 
the black flag in race three. 

It is safe to say that Team Narrabeen were all 
looking forward to Sunday and the prospect 
of a discard! Our Club Captain Jonny 
Harrison (9483 Cadmus) clearly jinxed us by 
deciding to enter only for a Sunday 
appearance.  So after the early cancellation 
on Sunday Team Narrabeen headed south 
with mixed emotions but most were quietly 
relieved that they did not have to put their 
beautiful old Herons through a 20-40 knot 
thrashing! 

Team Narrabeen extents a hearty thank you 
to Saratoga Sailing Club for an excellent 
event. 

Thanks to Peter Kappelmann we’ve been 
fortunate enough to get some great drone 
footage of our racing this season , and we 
will certainly be using some of these shots to 
help the fleet with starting practice! 

We are lucky at Narrabeen to have a strong 
junior fleet and so far the youngsters have 
obligingly crewed for their parents, we will 
see how the family harmony progresses as 
the season evolves! We are now starting to 
see many of the juniors taking the helm in 
preparation for the Junior States in March 
2021.   

We are excited to be hosting this event again 
as a landmark event in both the NLSC and the 
NSW Heron calendar, building on a long 
tradition of offering a great event in a family 
friendly venue. We look forward to seeing you 
all there 27/28 March 2021, full details to 
follow soon! 

9483 Cadmus sailed by Jonny Harrison and Alana Harrison

Right: 10278 Silver Feather - John Veale and Jack Powning 
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The Narrabeen Scene 

Top right: 9637 Phar 
Lap - Chris Sacre and 
Archie Sacre 

Centre left: Team 
Narrabeen 

Spectacular drone 
footage by Peter 
Kappelmann
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ACT News 
by Chris Sant 

For the first time in many years visiting Herons 
graced the waters of Lake Burley Griffin as 
part of the ACT Dinghy Championships over 
the weekend of 30 October and 1 November. 
In total 6 Herons were part of a fleet of 70 or 
so boats taking part in the multi-class regatta - 
 the Herons racing alongside Pacers, Sprials, 
Sabres and Laser Radials among others and 
generally acquitting themselves well.  

Five races were scheduled, but the weather 
gods were not kind on the Saturday, as cold, 
almost wind-less conditions and persistent 
rain led to just one race being completed, 
and that with the course shortened to just one 
lap. Some boats took up to 4 minutes just to 
cross the starting line as what wind there was 
died as the race got under way.  

Hugh and Zach Tait in Lost in Our 
Reflection led the way to record the win, and 
in a close tussle, the officials couldn’t separate 
Chris Sant and Michael Straffon in the as yet 
unnamed 10290 from Angelo and Xavier 
Sassu sailing a Heron for the first time in the 
borrowed Crash Test Dummies.  

The wind showed up on the Sunday allowing 
three races to be completed. There were 
several capsizes in the first race (even an 
experienced local heron sailor was not 
immune), but once again Lost in Our 
Reflection led the way to win from Paul and 
Xavier Armstrong in O for Awesome - the first 
2 boats well ahead of the rest with Zoe Sant 
and James Straffon in Red Santa coming 
through late to take 3rd ahead of Chris and 
Chelsea Denman in Unicorn Girl Power.  

In heat 3 it was O for Awesome picking the 
shifts to get out to early lead and win ahead of 
Lost in Our Reflection, while heat 4 saw Lost in 

Our Reflection lead all the way to record 
another win ahead of O for Awesome, who held 
off a challenge from 10290. 

Club racing at the YMCA Sailing Club has seen 
a continuation of mixed fleet racing, with 2 
Herons regularly on the water and interest from 
several other sailors - all we need is some 
second-hand boats on the market.   

*10290 has been suffering a bit of an identity 
crisis under its new owners, as it has been 
sailing under a different sail number and is yet 
to have its name displayed, which could be just 
as well because a new name may be coming 
soon.
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Queensland News 

Chris Carey was on hand to skipper 9671 Little Aussie on her re-
launch after a lengthy winter renovation. Little Aussie was built in 
1979 and was given to a very excited 14 year old Chris by his father 
Peter. Chris and Little Aussie went on to win the National Junior title 
on four consecutive occasions from 1980 to 1983.

South Brisbane Sailing Club:  

Heron sailing has been going strong on the Brisbane River this season, regularly getting between 
12 and 15 Herons on the water. The racing has been extremely tight with just seconds often 
separating groups of boats through the fleet. Mark Smith kept his best for the Club Championship 
heats and together with daughter Leia has already wrapped up the club championship for 2020/21 
season. Great sailing Mark and fabulous racing everyone at SBSC!  

Darling Point Sailing Squadron:  

Nick Billet (10169 - The Hopeful Heron) and a few others have been regularly seen out on the bay 
sailing out of DPSS. For those who are looking for some great racing on the bay, head down to 
DPSS and join the fleet. 

10194 Nan - Team Buckley (Brett and 
Mandy) talk tactics before a club race at 
SBSC.  
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Queensland News

The remainder of the QLD season has some big events planned, with of course the biggest of 
them being the QLD championships on May 1st and 2nd 2021. Would be good to see a 
strong fleet of “foreigners” (i.e. interstate) head up and take on the local fleet. All indications are 
we should have a very big fleet this year for a fabulous regatta!! - Make plans to be there !!!!!  

2020 / 21 Queensland Heron racing calendar: 

• February 6th 2021 – SBSC Women’s Championship – Heat 1 
• February  TBD - (Maroochy River Sailing Club) 
• February 27 – SBSC Women’s Championship - Heat 2 
• March 6/7 - Big River Regatta – Harwood (NSW) 
• March 20 – SBSC Women’s Championship – Heat 3 
• May 1/2 - QLD Championships!! – Lake Cootharaba 

Events marked in bold are heats for the east coast “Heron World Series” championships. 

Lake Cootharaba - Mono Masters:  

We saw eight Herons register for the 2020 Mono Masters regatta at Lake Cootharaba. Great  to 
see new comers to the fleet, Steve Ray and young son Cooper, having so much fun in their new 
boat 9748 - 400 Meatballs, and James and Harrison Fleming equally enjoying themselves in 
their renovated MK1 Heron 9699 Perplexed. As is often the case at this time of year the wind 
was perfect sea breeze conditions, 18 to 22 kts for all five races and the racing was extremely 
close and lots of very big smiles all throughout the fleet! 

DPSS - Battle for Waterloo:  

This was to be the big regatta and heat of the East Coast championship….. BUT, in keeping 
with the theme of 2020, best laid plans didn’t quite work out. The nasty weather pattern set in 
across most of East Coast Australia and it scared away all but two Herons. We did see Chris 
Carey in sCarey and sister Nicole, borrowing Little Miss Magic, go head to head on the 
Saturday with Nicole winning the first race, a dead heat in the second race, and Chris winning 
the 3 and final race. No sailing happened on the Sunday with winds at Cape Moreton clocked 
at 62kts!   

Note from the editor - results sheet above is not quite correct - in Little Miss Magic I actually let Justin stretch his legs at the back of the boat 
this time and I crewed.  
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Tales from the Pointy End

Archie Sacre 
9637 Phar Lap  

Age: 9 
Club: Narrabeen Lakes Sailing Club 
Boat/colour: 9637 Phar Lap / Green 
Started sailing: Age 5 

Best Heron moment: 
Capsizing because I was not expecting it and I got to go for a 
swim. 

Worst Heron moment: 
At the States this year when they called it off and we couldn’t 
race so we had to count a black flag. 

Solo Sailing: 
I go sailing on my own in my Optimist and I like sailing by myself because I don’t have to do 
what Dad says and I can do what ever I want. I like racing too. 

What do you do when you are not sailing: 
When I’m not sailing I like playing Minecraft and cricket.

Heron Crew Personality Profiles

Are you disappointed that the Adelaide nationals have 
been postponed for 12 months?  Do you still have the 
second week in January free?  Would you like to get 

some practice in before next year’s big event? 
  

I have a spare spot on my trailer and two seats in my car 
if you’d like to join Xavier and I for the trip to Adelaide 

for the SA State Championships which are being held at 
Largs Bay SC on 7-9 Jan 2021.  I’m happy to take your 

boat and meet you there or you can travel with us in the 
car.  I’ll be leaving Sydney early in the morning of 5 

January with one overnight stop on the way.  I plan to 
leave Adelaide for the return trip on 11 January.  Share 

driving and fuel costs. 
  

If you’re interested call Paul Armstrong on 0413 071 650 
or email me on paularmstrong@optusnet.com.au. 

mailto:paularmstrong@optusnet.com.au
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